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FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 

 
The Center Foundation (TCF) celebrated a milestone of 20 years in 

fiscal year 2014-2015. Our board and staff and past participants 

enjoyed photos and videos and marveled at the changes in our 

programs over the years from WomenCare’s beginnings as a 

unique partnership with the Women’s Association for Women’s 

Alternatives (now PathwaysPA) serving women in their Family  

Center in Wawa. In the fall of 2014 we held a festive 20 Year  

Reunion event bringing together past and current participants from 

as long ago as 1999.  

 

We continued to provide our unique and holistic mentoring to 

women in difficult life transitions through our WomenCare  

program and also completed our 13th full year serving teen parents 

with caring adult and college student mentors in our Young Parents 

Support Network (YPSN). YPSN has changed over the years too, 

from its beginnings just in Chester High School to expand its reach over the years to serve  

students in the school districts of Chester-Upland, Upper Darby, William Penn, Southeast Delco, 

Ridley, and Philadelphia, and the Pennsylvania Cyber Charter School and Achievement House 

Cyber Charter School.   

 

2014-2015 was a year that TCF also faced many challenges as did other nonprofits with the slow 

economy and in which our families suffered as well in increasing shortfalls of basic needs such as 

food and housing. Our staff provided many more referrals and secured more in-kind donations 

than ever before to help out.  Despite challenges our programs succeeded in our mission of  

empowering women through mentoring, education and support and provided services to 6% more 

women than last year.  

 

YPSN met or exceeded its goals, with 100% of our seniors graduating high school, 100% of out-of-

school youth enrolling in school or Job Corps or a GED program and 100% of teens in grades 6-11 

being promoted to the next grade. This is the 11th year in a row 100% of our seniors graduated 

high school without having another child. Just as significantly all our graduates are planning  
continuing education and real and varied careers from the Air Force to health care, veterinary 

medicine, law, and business administration. In WomenCare our clients also enjoyed significant 

success, with over 71% of those in the program 6 months or more finding jobs, or better jobs, or 

completing an associate’s degree, overcoming challenges with the help of their mentors. Catrina 

succeeded in going back to school, while starting work again after having a new baby; Cynthia  

began volunteering at a nursing home then got her first job working there. 

 

The Center Foundation continues to count each person we work with as individual and special, 

having her own unique dreams and goals of self-fulfillment. Our mentors let our mentees know 

this too, like Brianna, who thanked her mentor saying, “ trust is key to growing as an individual.” I 

am inspired by the example of our caring mentors like Sarah who said: “It is too easy to get caught 

up in the hustle and bustle … so easy to find a reason why you don’t have time. Volunteering my 

time to help a young mother who wants guidance or an ear to listen is motivating and helps fulfill 

my life. There is nothing more important in life than to remember to give back.” I am so grateful to 

our supporters and our volunteers like Sarah who make these successes possible by their gifts of 

time, caring, talent, and resources.  I hope you will be inspired as well by the stories of the women 

in our annual report.  

Thank you.  
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Intern Maggie King ~ 
Maggie came to The Center Foundation in the Spring as a 

rising junior at Vanderbilt University, triple majoring in 

Political Science, Women’s and Gender Studies, and 

French. Once she graduates in 2017, Maggie hopes to 

continue to law school and become a human rights 

attorney. She is an active, intersectional feminist on her 

campus and in her community. At TCF, Maggie helped 

organize events including the 25th Anniversary Dinner  

project connected to Friends of the Delaware County 

Women’s Commission. Maggie hopes that her time at The 

Center Foundation will enable her to better support and empower women. She was 

happy to gain valuable experience and skills from her time at TCF. 

 Financial Data  

July 1, 2014 - June 30, 2015 
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INTERN AND STAFF SPOTLIGHT 

Intern Christie Rosenzweig ~ 
Christie Rosenzweig was a senior at Widener University, 

working towards a dual degree in Social Work and Gender and 

Women’s Studies. Christie graduated in May of 2015. In 

addition to her studies at Widener, she was also an active 

member in the Bachelors of Social Work club, and a participant 

in Widener Dance Company. Christie was inducted into both the 

Women’s Studies, and International Honor Societies during her 

time at TCF. Christie is a long time resident of Springfield, 

Delaware County. While at The Center Foundation Christie 

worked closely with WomenCare Program Director, Jane Todd, 

and assisted with the case management of both WomenCare and YPSN participants. 

Christie was involved in the planning of special events and was a huge help with our 

20th Anniversary Reunion! She began her MSW graduate studies at Columbia 

University in September. 

Intern Anne Arbizo ~ 
Anne began her internship with The Center Foundation in 

January and finished in May. She graduated from Widener 

University in May with a bachelor’s degree in psychology. 

In the future, she hopes to specialize in industrial/

organizational psychology. At TCF, Anne worked on 

improving the foundation’s social media presence and 

helped organize the Winter Carnival and the Volunteer 

Appreciation Dinner. When reflecting on her internship 

Anne said “I had a really great experience here this 

semester and I appreciate and thank everyone at The 

Center Foundation for what they have done to aid in my learning and with my future 

career!” 

Intern Emily Evenden~ 
Emily was the youngest addition to The Center Foundation 

family. Having graduated from Penncrest High School in June, 

Emily started her freshman year at The George Washington 

University in Washington, DC, in the fall. She is majoring in 

International Affairs and possibly minoring in Women’s 

Studies. Here at The Center Foundation, Emily also worked on 

a project connected to the Friends of the Delaware County 

Women’s Commission, along with recruiting clients, and 

assisting with this Annual Report and updating our brochure. 

Not only did Emily gain valuable work experience through this 

summer internship, she was also thrilled to  help others. 
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SERVICE STATISTICS 

55 teen parents received 

services from YPSN this year  

including mentoring, education 
advocacy, resources and 

referrals  

14 were active matches 

4 were graduates receiving aftercare 

36 received resources or referral 

information,  began match process 

Breakdown: 

4 matches lasted for the 

entire year or more 

3 lasted at least 6 months 

7 will continue next year 

55 women received services 

from WomenCare® 

18 were active matches 

13 were graduates receiving aftercare 

24 received resources or referral 

information, began match process 

Breakdown: 

12 matches were started during the year 

8 matched for 6 months or more 

9 matches will continue into the next fiscal 

year 

 

Participant Accomplishments: 

6 got full-time jobs 

5 enrolled in GED programs or 

college 

4 moved to better living situations 

2 women passed their drivers test 

Participant Accomplishments 

10 Graduated from High 

School 

15  Students were promoted 

to the next grade 

20 Achieved at least 1 goal 
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WomenCare 

Amanda and Joanne - A Successful Match Story 

 

Amanda Roberts has been finding  

success this past year and being  

connected to The Center Foundation 

has been supporting her efforts. Twenty

-seven years old with a 4 year degree in 

integrative arts, Amanda was unable to 

find full time work to support herself 

after a year as an AmeriCorps volunteer 

and occasional part time and seasonal 

jobs.  After becoming a member of 

WomenCare Amanda attended the TCF 

workshops on networking and job searches. She became a regular  

participant in the Partner Circle where she supported other women in  

pursuit of their goals, also receiving encouragement and information for 

herself. 

Amanda met her Mentor, Joanne Rosenbaum, in the early months of 2014, 

which proved to be a year of positive change. She took and passed her 

driving test, which was an immediate goal. After numerous interviews, 

ideas and encouragement from her Mentor, plus some one-on-one help 

from Janet Long, a career coach who volunteers with TCF, Amanda landed 

a part-time job and eventually a full-time job with an organization called 

the Bethesda Project, which has shelters and programs for homeless  

individuals in Philadelphia. She holds a position of Residential Counselor. 

Following several months of steady employment, Amanda was able to 

move to a more spacious living arrangement and become a renter for the 

first time. Amanda continues 

to meet with her Mentor as 

she works on improving  

public speaking skills and on 

following through with  

various medical  

appointments, now that she 

has health insurance, another 

positive change this year. 
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EVENTS AND HAPPENINGS  

How to Get Connected: Networking, Food, and Fun ~ 
One of the workshops hosted by The Center Foundation this year was “How to 

Get  Connected: Networking, Food, and Fun.” On November 15th, women were 

invited to a presentation at Media-Providence Friends School exploring the  

benefits of social and professional networking. 

Guests were treated to presentations from two local women. Janet Long, founder 

of Integrity Search and Widener University Career Counselor, helped  
participants learn how to develop networking techniques, sharing how even 

“introverts” can successfully make new connections. Local cookbook author, 

Elizabeth Wintz, emphasized the power of food and how it brings people  

together. She demonstrated how to make an easy bread pudding and gifted each 

attendee her cookbook, The Formerly Destitute Diva, which explains how to 

make family meals on a budget. 

 

Matters of the Heart: Personal Wellness Workshop ~ 
As Valentine’s Day approached,  

The Center Foundation hosted an      

appropriately named workshop, 

“Matters of the Heart”, on February 

7th, which focused on heart health 

and personal wellness.  

Widener Nursing Students spoke 

about how to keep the heart healthy 

and also did blood pressure  

screenings. The women were also 

treated to a lesson on stress  

management by yoga instructor, 

Deborah L. Shipley, who guided 

participants through some  

introductory yoga moves. Lastly, WomenCare Graduate, Josephine Worthington, 

presented information about nutritious eating in her role as Nutrition Education 

Advisor with the Penn State Extension Service. 
 

Job Search Workshop ~ 
Our final workshop of the year offered a panel of experts from three agencies    

sharing tips and answering questions about how to get  noticed and hired in an  

interesting and fulfilling career. On April 28th, representatives from Monarch 

Staffing, CareerLink and Wings for Success discussed the latest trends in finding 

the right career. Participants enjoyed pizza and complementary flash drives as 

they planned  their job search strategies.   
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EVENTS AND HAPPENINGS 

Holiday from the Heart ~ 
This year, The Center Foundation (TCF)  

hosted its annual Holiday from the Heart  

Celebration in the Media Borough Hall on 

December 18th.  Mentors and mentees from 

both programs, as well as their families, came 

together to celebrate the holiday season with 

food, festivities, and merry cheer.  

Along with enjoying a great dinner, attendees 

could get in touch with their creative side by 

decorating cards and picture frames and  

making ornaments with playdough. In  

addition, at the Winter Holidays Table, everyone could listen to stories about the 

winter holidays being read aloud. Most importantly, no Holiday from the Heart 

Celebration would be complete without the usual visit from Santa Claus (which 

everyone was extremely excited about)! 

As a result of our volunteers and generous donations, 24  women and teen mothers 

received gifts for themselves and their families. We would like to thank all the 

sponsors who made this event possible: along with our generous “Secret Santas” 

who adopted families: 320 Market Café, Aqua Pennsylvania, Deals Variety Store, 

Desert Rose, Giant Food Stores, Granite Farms Knitters, Marple Newtown Student 

Service Club, Retired Senior Volunteer Program, and Wawa Corporation. 
 

Summer Celebration ~ 
On June 20th , 80 guests  

gathered at Linvilla Orchards 

to celebrate the accomplish-

ments of women in both the 

YPSN and WomenCare  

programs. This year, ten teen 

mothers graduated from high 

school, and four were honored 

for reaching their one-year 

milestone. Along with these young ladies, three outstanding women were honored 

from the WomenCare program for reaching their self-sufficiency goals.  

Family and friends enjoyed a nice picnic dinner on the farm, as well as some farm 

activities including hayrides and the playground.  

This year’s Summer Celebration was made possible with the support of local busi-

nesses including Aqua America, Rose Valley Asset Management, Media Hair 

Stop, Berry Fresh Café, Trader Joe’s, Wawa, and Linvilla Orchards.  

 

 

 5 

Young Parents Support Network 

Rebecca and Korpo- A Successful Match Story 

 
 

Rebecca Catakaw joined YPSN in the 

summer following her junior year at 

Pennwood high school. In her initial  

interview with the YPSN program 

manager, she talked about some of the 

obstacles that she faced as a teen mom 

and the fact that she came to the USA 

from Liberia as a refugee at the age of 

10. Prior to that she had received little 

to no formal education. She felt in 

many ways that she had to constantly 

play catch-up, noting that English was 

still a struggle, school was not easy, 

and learning to be a young single mother made things even more  

complicated. None the less, Rebecca’s outlook was very positive and she 

did not believe that any of these challenges should stand in the way of  

making life good for herself and her 3-year-old daughter.   

Finding the right mentor for Rebecca was important because she had some 

unique challenges as a Liberian immigrant. After some time and  

consideration, Rebecca was introduced to Korpo Subah, a former YPSN 

participant who was doing very well in the Aftercare program. Korpo had 

graduated from the YPSN program in 2012 and had since then been  

working as a Certified Nursing Assistant and pursuing her Associates  

Degree at DCCC with a long-term goal of becoming a Registered Nurse.    

She had many things in common with Rebecca including her background 

from Liberia. Korpo and Rebecca were really a natural fit. 

In June of 2015, Rebecca graduated from high school, while working almost 

full-time at Little Caesars. After graduating she began working at  

St. Francis Country House and is starting classes at DCCC in January.  

Rebecca is very proud of her daughter who began kindergarten in  

September and jokes that her daughter is her best English teacher. Rebecca 

remains very hopeful about the future and what it will bring. 
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Special thank to our Donors 
The Center Foundation is fortunate to be the beneficiary of support from 
individuals, foundations, corporations, and other organizations. Thank you all for 
your continued support! 

Foundations 

Aqua Charitable Trust 

Ethel Sergeant Clark Smith Fund 

Garrison Family Foundation 

Santander Bank Foundation 

Taylor Community Foundation 

United Way of Greater Philadelphia 

and SNJ 

Corporations & Businesses 

320 Market 

Brandywine Home Staging 

Bryn Mawr Trust Company 

Delaware County Intermediate Unit 

Desert Rose 

Garrison Law 

Main Line Unitarian Church 

Markizon Printing 

Media Hair Stop 

Media-Providence Friends School 

Media Real Estate 

Pennsylvania Institute of Technology 

Quaker Chemical Foundation 

Reformation Lutheran Church 

Rose Valley Asset Management 

Stillman Volvo 

Ten Thousand 

Villages 

Individuals 

Beverly Adams 

Dylan Atkins 

Nancy Baulis 

Virginia Brabender 

Steuart and Anne Brown 

Sally Burkam 

Drew Campbell 

Michael Campbell 

Joe and Anne Capista 

Virginia Christensen 

Adeline Ciannella 

Sallie-Elizabeth Clayton 

Candace Davis 

Thomas Dreyer 

Cecelia and Marshall Evans 

Yvonne  Fraley 

Jayne and Walter Garrison 

Susan Garrison 

Richard and Holly Hoffman 

Greta Hudak 

Alfred and Eleanor Hurd 

Charles Jameson 

Patricia Johnson 

Ruth Leach 

Tom and Anne-Marie Massucci 

Amy Myers 

Kathleen Paul 

Lawrence and Pamela Phelan 

Pamela Phelan  

Caroline and Robert Pugh 

Marc Schwartz 

Michael Schwartz 

Lori Simons 

Larry Smoose 

Elaine and Michael Wacey 

Jan Waldauer 

Arthur Weisfeld 

Douglas Whyte 

The Center Foundation is a United Way  

donor Choice option. Our donor choice # is 12478.  
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EVENTS AND HAPPENINGS  

WomenCare and Young Parents Support Network 

20th Anniversary Reunion 

On Sunday, September 28th, 2014 nearly 

100 people gathered to celebrate the 20th  

Anniversary of The Center Foundation with 

a Reunion for its two mentoring programs.  

Past and current mentors and their matches 

were invited along with their family and 

friends to enjoy a day full of good company 

and special memories! 
 

Festivities at the reunion included an  

entertaining walk-around performance by 

magician and ventrioloquist, Abby London, 

and featured local female musical group Me3.  Clowns from R.S.V.P. delighted 

guests with face painting and balloon animals and dancing with children to the  

music; and guests posed for a fun photo booth 

with crazy props. After a delicious buffet 

meal the event ended with an exciting prize 

drawing.  
 

To help guests reminisce about their journey 

the event featured a timeline of memorable 

Center Foundation events throughout the 

years as well as a time capsule, video  

vignettes, and walls covered with photos, on 

which they posted their own memories. Some 

also took the opportunity to speak about their 

personal experience as a Mentor or Partner/

Mentee in WomenCare or YPSN. It was certainly an event to remember! 
 

Lead sponsors of the 20th Anniversary Reunion were Bryn Mawr Trust and the 

Pennsylvania Institute of Technology. The event was also sponsored by Project 

E.L.E.C.T., Reformation Lutheran Church, Media Hair Stop, Desert Rose, and 

320 Market Café.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


